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The language and symbols of Tarot are similar to what we find in poetry and dreams: 

that is, there is meaning to be extracted, but it’s also malleable. You may see things in 

the following cards that I did not perceive. Images may carry different weight for you, 

or the reading may spark personal insight that differs from mine. This is the beauty 

and magic of art, and hence of tarot. 

 

What follows is a presentation of your personal reading, along with the meanings and 

connections that I see in the cards. You are also encouraged to take your quest 

beyond the reading of this document, and I include recommendations for further 

reflection at the end of the reading.  

 

 

Inquiry: A general reading with an emphasis on what’s to come 

 

Process: To approach this inquiry, I have decided to utilize a more traditional-style 

cross-shaped spread to provide a snapshot of the past/present/future as well as 

possible challenges and advice. The deck used is the Rider-Waite-Smith. 

 

Card 1 – Distant past – Eight of Coins 

 

This card depicts a young man hard at work chiselling stars into a 

set of gold coins. Due to his young age, he is most likely an 

apprentice or just getting started at his trade. As a representation 

of your more distant past, this card suggests that hard work, study, 

and practice played important roles for you. However, these things 

are probably far behind you and you are well on your way down 

your current career path. Also note how absorbed the young man 

is in his task; he works with great focus and single-mindedness. 

It’s probably safe to say that your determination and hard-work 

were important in getting you to where you are now; but let’s see 

how this relates to the rest of your cards. 
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Card 2 – Recent past – King of Swords 

 

This King of Swords could very well be an older version of the 

man in the Eight of Coins; they even seem to wear the same 

no-nonsense expression on their faces. Note also his 

beardless face; this is either a young king, or one who takes 

great care with appearances. Swords in tarot traditionally 

represent the mind, and correspondingly this king represents 

judgment and intellectual authority. This suggests that, in the 

recent past, your judgment has been called upon and others 

have looked to you for guidance. Whereas the man in the 

Eight of Coins is still studying, still frantically trying to 

master his trade, this king is already there – and, given his 

implied age, has perhaps only just arrived.  

 

 

 

 

 

Card 3 – Present – Knight of Swords 

 

The Knight of Swords has significantly less power and 

authority than the King of Swords. Furthermore, he is all 

speed and excitement, while the king sits calmly on his 

throne. This could suggest a recent change in your 

circumstances, having gone from authoritative king to busy, 

galloping knight. The knight in this image wears a grimace 

on his face as he rushes forth – to battle, to adventure, or 

perhaps to reclaim his throne. Do you feel that you are 

eager, even anxious/stressed, to reclaim something that has 

been recently lost? Or maybe you feel pressure to keep 

achieving more and more, not satisfied to sit still? So far, 

one thing all these characters in the cards share is intense 

focus; looking at this knight, I get the impression that he is 

determined to achieve his goal no matter what the cost. 

Based on the message of this card, it’s probably a good idea to sit down and evaluate 

your current approach to achieving goals; compared to the quiet, methodical work of 

the man in the Eight of Coins, the Knight of Swords is harried, desperate. Ask 

yourself: is this how I feel? And is this the healthiest, most effective way to achieve 

what I want?  
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Card 4 – Near future – Six of Cups 

 

 

This card is quite tender, nostalgic, and sweet. We see two 

figures, possibly children, smiling at each other over a cup of 

flowers. They are in what seems to be an idyllic village with a 

castle-like tower to the left. Notice the man on the left of the 

card making his way away from the children, and towards the 

castle. This man could be connected to the Knight of Swords, 

suggesting that in the near future it might be a good idea for 

you to put down your battle gear and stop to smell the 

flowers. If you are feeling harried and stressed, there is 

nothing wrong with taking some time out. We can’t be racing 

toward our goals all the time; if we do, we burn out. In the 

near future, look for little opportunities you can take to step 

back from the crazy race of life and enjoy the blue skies, the 

flowers, the person in front of you: the moment. 

 

 

Card 5 – Distant future – The Devil 

 

 

I tend to see The Devil as the card of temptation and 

over-indulgence, but you might also take note of the 

human figures who are chained, trapped, and helpless. 

Either way, in the distant future this card is likely urging 

you to be a bit guarded and careful, especially if you feel 

like you might burn out from rushing around like the 

Knight of Swords. Be careful that you don’t get pulled 

under by the practice of self-medication in order to seek 

relief from the stress of life. There’s a difference, for 

example, between having a slice of cake as a pick-me-up, 

and eating the entire cake in a thoughtless frenzy. The 

way to stay guarded against The Devil (that is, your own 

instincts working against you) is to practice self-

awareness as much as possible. Meditation can help with 

this, but so can taking a slow walk in nature without any distractions, or listening to 

music you love, or admiring a work of art. In other words, mindfulness can help 

prevent you from falling prey to easy solutions to problems (for example, pleasures 

that allow you to temporarily forget your anxieties but don’t actually fix anything). 

Keep in mind, however, that this is the distant future, so you have plenty of time now 

to build your endurance and learn how to manage difficulties without hiding your 

problems under a rug. 
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Card 6 – Overarching goal/desire – The Tower 

 

 

This card traditionally represents destruction and ruin (or 

sometimes burnout), and it’s curious that it should make an 

appearance as a symbol of your overarching goal. Perhaps 

what you long for more than anything else is freedom. Do you 

sometimes have the urge to burn everything to the ground and 

start over fresh? Do you feel beholden to rules, expectations, 

and projects that you wish you could be free of? This is a 

perfectly natural feeling, and one that an artist should embrace 

– for if we always followed rules and expectations, there would 

never be any fresh or bold art to go around. At the same time, 

make sure you don’t do anything drastic that could be classed 

as self-sabotage; in other words, don’t fling yourself out the 

window of the tower. If you want to make a significant change 

to your circumstances in life, that’s fine – but consider walking 

calmly out of the tower instead of setting it on fire. 

 

 

Card 7 – Challenges you face – Eight of Swords 

 

 

In this card, we see a figure who is blindfolded and bound, 

surrounded by 8 upright swords. The ground seems wet as 

if from recent rain. The feeling of powerlessness is very 

strong, as well as a lack of proper perception of the world at 

large. This card would suggest that the challenges you face 

might involve negative self-talk and limiting beliefs; you 

might also be constricted by forces that are out of your 

control. When you are in a situation such as this one, it’s 

important to take stock of what you can do to better your 

situation (for example, be kinder to yourself). If you are 

utterly helpless and there is nothing you can do, ask 

yourself why that is. Is this simply a phase that must be got 

through? Or are you unnecessarily keeping yourself in a 

suffering state? We can often feel better just by being 

slightly more in control, so take a good look at the current 

situation and decide what’s in your power to change and what’s not. 
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Cards 8 and 9 – General advice – Ten of Coins, Four of Coins 

 

 

We should probably take note of the fact that both advice cards 

come from the suit of coins. These also mirror the earlier coin 

card, the very first one we drew: the Eight of Coins. This 

suggests a connection between advice for the future and the 

peace and focus of your distant past (possibly the ‘simpler 

times’ of being a student of your trade). The Ten of Coins is a 

very domestic card: we see a family of three different 

generations in a quite sumptuous house suggesting peace, 

happiness, fulfillment, fortune, and domestic accord. This card 

might be suggesting that now is a good time to focus on 

domestic and family matters; or, if these things are of no 

concern to you, it’s at least asking you to take a relaxed and 

holistic approach to your life. This card is the opposite of the 

single-mindedness of the Knight of Swords: it is busy with the 

voices and actions of many people (and even two dogs). This card could represent 

different aspects of your self, urging for harmony and balance between them. Are 

there any important parts of your self you have been ignoring, that wish to be 

expressed? Perhaps the part of you that is drawn to the freeing destruction of The 

Tower? 

 

And then, we have the Four of Coins. What I see in this 

card is a protectiveness, even a selfishness – but we’re 

talking about advice, so it’s a good selfishness. It’s okay to 

be precious about the things that are important to you; and 

perhaps now is a good time to really narrow down what 

those things are. What, to you, represents a holistic and 

harmonious approach to life? What do you need in order to 

be happy and fulfilled? What are you unwilling to let go of, 

and what must you protect? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overall, there seems to be a stark contrast in this reading between the swords and the 

coins, and then there is the stern appearance of both The Devil and The Tower. Take 

note of these cards and do not fear them; although they may appear to be quite 

intimidating, they are actually great sources of advice. Namely, I think they are 

asking you to differentiate between what you truly want, and what it is you think you 

want. The things we truly want are often more difficult, uncomfortable, or time-
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consuming to achieve, and so we tend to convince ourselves that some other, easier-

to-accomplish goals are what we want instead. Maybe you’ve already clarified your 

goals, and you know yourself really well; even so, these cards are an invitation to 

reassess, because these things – sometimes without our even noticing – can change 

over time. 

 

Recommendations for Further Reflection: 

First, write down everything that this reading made you feel and think. Aim for at 

least one full handwritten page. This will be useful to come back to later, if you wish. 

 

Next, I think it’s important for you to address the goals you are aiming for, and how 

you are working to achieve them. To do this, there are a couple questions you can 

explore. This can be done through journaling, or even sitting quietly in meditation, 

but make sure you contemplate these questions without distraction. First: What am I 

most afraid of doing? Sometimes, surprisingly, the answer to this question is the 

thing that we actually should be doing, and if this is the case then your heart will 

probably let you know (look out for any meaningful ‘thumps’). You can also ask 

yourself: What would I do if I had no fear? and What would I do if I knew I could 

not fail? These questions might help clarify the goals and dreams that are important 

to you, and you can compare them to the goals you are currently aiming for. 

 

Finally, if you are struggling with Knight of Swords feelings (i.e. feeling anxious and 

under pressure to achieve), you might want to consider healing your relationship 

with time. Often when we feel stressed, it’s not just because we have so many things 

to do: it’s because we can’t see how they fit neatly within our allotted time. Therefore, 

you may be living too much in ‘clock time’ and you should take a break by 

occasionally experiencing other versions of time, such as a ‘flow state.’ There are a 

number of articles you can find online about flow state if you want more information, 

but essentially this exercise is about doing something you love in which you lose 

track of time (maybe painting, dancing, singing, talking with a good friend, cooking, 

whatever the case may be). Find something you enjoy that can trigger your flow state, 

and try to schedule it in a couple of times over the next week or two. See if spending 

time with this activity provides some much-needed nourishment and makes stress 

and busy-ness easier to manage. (For even more exercises like this, if you’re 

interested, see the book Creating Time by Marney K. Makridakis). 

 

 

I hope this reading has been helpful for you. I welcome your feedback at any time. 

 

An image of your reading can be found on the next page.  
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Your Reading 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


