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The language and symbols of Tarot are similar to what we find in poetry and dreams: 

that is, the meaning is there to be extracted, but it’s also malleable. You may see things 

in the following cards that I did not perceive. Images may carry different weight for you, 

or the reading may spark personal insight that differs from mine. This is the beauty and 

magic of art, and hence of Tarot. 

 

What follows is a presentation of your personal reading, along with the meanings and 

connections that I see in the cards. You are also encouraged to take your quest beyond 

the reading of this document, and I include recommendations for further reflection at 

the end of the reading. It’s also highly recommended that you reflect in a journal 

immediately afterwards to record your thoughts, questions, and ideas.  

 

 

Inquiry: A reading for career advice: what should I seek for my full-time day job? 

Process: To approach this inquiry, I designed a 7-card spread that examines the 

present situation, your strengths and weaknesses, and also offers some advice for the 

future. I have chosen to use the Enchanted Tarot, a deck whose 

colourful imagery I always find wildly inspiring. 

 

Card 1 – The present situation – Four of Wands:  

This card features two people facing two separate directions. They are 

different individuals, with different clothing and features, but the rest 

of the card is nearly symmetrical: two multi-colored wands on each 

side, two birds perched atop a flowering tree. The people each seem to 

be gesturing at what they can see, as if trying to convince the other 

that it is the correct choice. To me, this card represents the state of 

being in two minds. You are presented with a situation in which you 

have two (or possibly more, as the number of this card is 4) choices, 

and they all seem equally viable. The colors of the card, however, are 

quite vibrant and celebratory, so perhaps rather than bemoaning the 

challenge you have in making a decision, you should focus on 

celebrating the fact that the possibilities in your life are varied and 

abundant. This is an enviable position to be in. 
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Card 2 – The job you want – Four of Hearts: 

 

Another Four, this time featuring a solitary figure who is 

holding something in her lap. Her face is veiled, suggesting 

introspection. The overall mood of the card is quiet and calm, 

which perhaps means that you would prefer a job in a quiet 

environment, or one in which you work independently. I also 

can’t help but see images of study and books (is she kneeling 

atop a heavy tome?). Study this card carefully: how does it feel 

to you? Where do you think the kneeling figure is, and what is 

she holding in her hands? Deciphering these images will give 

you clues to the type of job you truly want, although overall I 

think quiet and calm use of your talents is key. If you wish, 

you could do a meditation in which you visualize yourself in 

this same dark space. Does it make you feel peaceful? 

Confident? Uncertain? If you lift the darkness, what do you 

see? 

 

 

 

 

 

Card 3 – The job you don’t want – Ten of Swords: 

 

The central image of this card is the fallen child, who has 

possibly been struck by lightning. This child could represent your 

inner child: your playfulness, joy, and wonder. Nobody wants a 

job that harms their inner child, but so often we pursue careers 

that cut our connection to that part of ourselves. Why? For 

money, security, power, renown, all sorts of tempting things. It 

seems essential to me that you evaluate which career possibilities 

remain open to you after you remove the jobs that are likely to 

cause your inner child pain. Does this eliminate any of the 

choices that are plaguing you in the Four of Wands? There are, of 

course, ways to keep your inner child healthy even if your job 

cannot, and I will return to this idea later in the reading. 
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Card 4 – Where your talents lie – Justice: 

 

 

This card suggests that not only do you value fairness and 

truth, but you are very good at discerning these qualities in the 

world around you. The card could also refer to an artistic 

justice: you excel at bringing the world stories that it needs in 

order to see different perspectives, different sides of reality. Do 

you have a strong sense of right and wrong, and feel compelled 

to communicate this to others? If so, then you should definitely 

consider pursuing a career that allows this side of you to 

flourish. If you do a job that you feel is important and true, 

then you will be certain to do it well and to have a very 

satisfying career indeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Card 5 – Your weaknesses – Ace of Swords: 

 

This card represents single-mindedness, focus, direction, and 

long-term goals. Because it has been drawn to symbolize your 

weaknesses, perhaps these are skills that you need to work on 

developing. Do you find that your mind is busy and easily excited, 

jumping from idea to idea? Is this getting in the way of you finding 

clear direction? It might be a good idea to sit down and think 

about where you’d like to be in five years, in ten, so that you can 

set some achievable goals in order to get there. If you’re anything 

like me, you will find the idea of sitting down to list your goals 

incredibly dull, and perhaps it’s something you’ve been avoiding. 

But it can be very helpful. We often have to be clear about what we 

want in order to attain it, so if you haven’t already done so you 

should sit down and decide what it is you want from life. More on 

this later. 
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Card 6 – Advice for the near future – Two of Pentacles: 

 

This card represents duality as well as change. To me, it’s a 

slight mirror of the first card we drew, the Four of Wands 

(notice the four shapes in each of the corners, and the four 

points of the center diamond), although it’s much simpler in 

scope. Try as much as you can to simplify the decision-making 

process for yourself. Make pros and cons lists, define your goals, 

be brutal about what you want to achieve and which career path 

is able to get you there. In addition to that, don’t be afraid of 

change. The two snakes in this card are a symbol of that, so 

don’t shy away from a career option just because it means 

change. If the change is scary but also exciting, it might be the 

just the change you need. We will undergo many 

transformations in our lives, like the snake that sheds its skin. 

Follow your animal instinct. If it’s time for you to change, 

somewhere within yourself you will know. 

 

 

 

 

Card 7 – Advice for the far future – The Empress: 

 

This card may be helpful for you to come back to when you 

choose to define your long-term objective and goals. The 

Empress is traditionally a symbol for fertility, which in 

itself is a metaphor for creativity. This suggests that your 

goals for the far future would be best served if they took 

you in the direction of creative fulfillment. Keep in mind, 

though, that this is the far future, so creative fulfillment 

may still be some time coming. But now is the time to set 

yourself up for getting there.  
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Overall, I think this reading is about clarifying what your short- and long-term goals are, 

and then planning how to reach them. If this strikes you as a boring chore that you’d 

rather not do, then fear not! I have some suggestions for what to do next that will 

hopefully satisfy these adulthood requirements while also pleasing the inner child (who, 

as we’ve established, is very important to nurture and protect). 

 

Recommendations for Further Reflection: 

First, write down everything that this reading made you feel and think. Aim for at least 

one full handwritten page. This will be useful to come back to later, if you wish. 

 

Next, here are a few suggestions for attacking the goal-setting task. If you shrink from 

the idea of setting goals, it might be best to start small. Set yourself the goal of, for 

example, drinking a fresh glass of water first thing in the morning. It’s a simple goal, 

and easy to achieve, and accomplishing it will start to build your personal integrity. It’s 

very important that we trust ourselves to achieve the goals we set, otherwise there’s no 

point. So start very small. (Other small goals could be going for a short walk before bed, 

doing a two-minute meditation on your lunch break, or eating a piece of fruit after 

dinner) 

 

Once you’re comfortable with setting and achieving small goals, it’s time to go bigger. 

Try a brainstorming list-making activity first, i.e. writing down as many things you can 

think of that you want to do in your life (visit Japan, try scuba diving, learn Arabic, buy a 

house, publish a poem). Maybe time yourself: how many things can you write down in 

five minutes? Now go through the list. Are there any items that you’d be sad if you 

reached the end of your life without ever doing? If so, then you have some goals.  

 

It might also be helpful to get a deeper understanding of the archetypal cycles of life by 

reading books like The Hero Within by Carol Pearson. Goals are not necessarily things 

you simply set and then achieve. Some goals are achieved but then keep coming back to 

be achieved again, or some goals elude us for a long time without us knowing why. There 

are some goals you won’t be ready for yet, and some goals you might have achieved 

without even realizing it. Study archetypes, study myths. Joseph Campbell is great for 

this, and Netflix currently has an amazing lecture series that he did. I highly recommend 

watching it. 

 

As a measure for taking care of your inner child, here is an activity you can do (adapted 

from The Artist’s Way by Julia Cameron). List twenty things you enjoy doing (rock 

climbing, roller-skating, baking pies, making soup, riding a bike, riding a horse, playing 

catch, shooting baskets, going for a run, reading poetry, and so forth). When was the last 

time you let yourself do these things? Make a point of working your way through the list 

over the next months (maybe one activity per week; schedule it into your calendar if it 
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helps). Our inner child loves to play for the sake of playing, and as adults we can often 

get caught up in doing activities that are only a means to an end. Keep your inner child 

healthy by doing things you enjoy simply for their own sake. 

 

Finally, I have already suggested doing a meditation/visualization inspired by the Four 

of Hearts. If that meditation goes well for you, then consider trying another one guided 

by the Empress. Imagine that you are her, sitting atop your throne in the sky and 

looking down on your past achievements. What are they? How did you get to be the 

Empress? This activity might help to clarify some of your short- and long-term targets. 

 

 

I hope this reading has been helpful for you! I welcome your feedback at any time. 

 

An image of your reading can be found below.  

 

Warm wishes, 

-Maria 

 

 


