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The language and symbols of Tarot are similar to what we find in poetry and dreams: 

that is, the meaning is there to be extracted, but it‟s also malleable. You may see 

things in the following cards that I did not perceive. Images may carry different 

weight for you, or the reading may spark personal insight that differs from mine. This 

is the beauty and magic of art, and hence of Tarot. 

 

What follows is a presentation of your personal reading, along with the meanings and 

connections that I see in the cards. You are also encouraged to take your quest 

beyond the reading of this document, and I include recommendations for further 

reflection at the end of the reading. It‟s also highly recommended that you reflect in a 

journal immediately afterwards to record your thoughts, questions, and ideas.  

 

 

Inquiry: What comes next in my creative life and in my career? 

Process: To approach this inquiry, I have conducted what are essentially two 3-card 

readings side-by-side. I have chosen to do it this way so that we can analyse the same 

aspects in both creative life and career, and notice any patterns that might emerge 

between the two. The three cards will represent, for each, where you are now, where 

you‟d like to be, and how to get there. 

 

Card 1a – Where you are now (creativity) – Page of Coins:  

This card depicts a child who seems to be surrounded by some kind 

of dark smoke. She is pointing toward a single gold coin, perhaps 

reaching for it, but whether she has the confidence to grab the coin 

remains to be seen. In terms of the current state of your creativity, 

this card is asking you to examine your perceptions and attitudes. 

Does creativity feel like a shiny gold coin that is just out of reach? 

Should you, perhaps, inch forward just a little bit in order to be able 

to grab it? Consider, as well, the meaning of “deserving” and 

“worth.” We often prevent ourselves from reaching for coins that are 

otherwise free to take, simply because we don‟t believe that we 

deserve them. Furthermore, if your current attitude toward creation 

and expression is bogged down in the dark smoke of believing that 

you don‟t have anything worthwhile to say, then this card is asking 

you to let go of that idea and reach.   
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Card 1b – Where you are now (career) – Two of Coins: 

 

Another coin card, and another figure who seems to be trapped 

within a frame of some sort. We can see a blue man, perhaps 

representing wind/air, whose cheeks are puffed out with the 

effort of blowing – yet, is anything happening? This card 

suggests the presence of a lot of effort for not much reward. He 

is also utterly engulfed by the color yellow, yet doesn‟t seem able 

to see past his own frame of reference (that is, blue). 

Nevertheless, he is connected to the outside world by a red 

scrawl (perhaps a pipe) which suggests that now is the time for 

him to emerge beyond the boundaries he has thought until now 

to exist. 

 

The connection between cards 1a and 1b seems to be the idea of 

reaching, breaking boundaries, letting go of constraints, and 

widening horizons. 

 

 

 

 

 

Card 2a – Where you’d like to be (creativity) – Nine of Swords: 

 

This card contains symbols of death and rebirth: a reclined stone 

figure, similar to those on top of bishops‟ graves inside old 

churches, suggests letting go of something old, while the white 

dove shooting off into the heavens is a symbol of newness and life. 

The angelic silhouette emphasises this heavenly renewal. It‟s clear 

that the card is urging your creative life toward newness and letting 

go of the old. Examine what this means to you. What should you let 

go of in your creative life that, in doing so, would make you feel as 

light and free as the dove? Maybe it‟s an old project that isn‟t going 

anywhere, or creative pressure that you unnecessarily place upon 

yourself. Maybe it‟s your own identity as a creator: are there other 

avenues you would like to explore, but something is stopping you? 

According to the card, something isn‟t working and it needs to be 

let go of – it‟s up to you to decide what that is.  
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Card 2b – Where you’d like to be (career) – Seven of Wands: 

 

This card is very active and busy, which could indicate that you 

desire a more dynamic workplace than the one you have now. 

Is your currrent job making you bored, and you‟d like 

something more challenging? Do you enjoy working with 

others, yet your current job often has you alone? This notion is 

also mirrored in card 1b, that is, an independent figure who is 

working very hard on his own. Perhaps you feel like you do 

more than your fair share of work, and you wish you had a 

team of others you could rely on. Then again, the busy and 

confusing nature of the card could simply mean that you don‟t 

really know where you‟d like to be in terms of your career. 

Which of these possibilities ring true for you? Take a close look 

at this card‟s image, in particular the hands reaching across 

from the sides. How do they seem to you? Friendly? 

Aggressive? Are they reaching out to shake your hand, or are they pushing you away? 

Answer this question for yourself, and you will be closer to working out what it is you 

actually want. 

 

The connection between cards 2a and 2b seems, to me, largely visual. The horizontal 

blades of the swords in card 2a are mirrored in the horizontal stacks of wands in 2b. 

It is interesting to note that, looking at these cards, it might be that what you want in 

your creative life is to break free, break off on your own, follow your own path, while 

what you want in your career might be the company of others. This suggests a 

separation between your creative life and your career, so perhaps now is not the time 

to think about combining the two.  

 

 

Card 3a – How to get there (creativity) – Knight of Wands: 

 

This card is dominated by the color white, suggesting purity, while 

the red and bronze adornments are connected to confidence. The 

knight is in his element atop his white horse, wielding his wand with 

confidence. This suggests that the way forward, creatively, is to 

connect with your creative purpose. Where do your talents lie? What 

are you best at? This doesn‟t necessarily mean you should do what 

comes easily to you, but do what feels right. Get in touch with that 

inner right-ness, and you will naturally find your way forward. You 

just have to make sure you continue down your creative path with 

the upright confidence of the knight.  
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Card 3b – How to get there (career) – Knight of Swords: 

 

Another knight! This suggests that confidence is definitely key for 

both of these aspects of your life. In terms of your career, perhaps 

you need to muster up some more confidence in order to break 

free of constraints and discover what works for you. It‟s also 

apparent that this knight is far flashier than the humble Knight of 

Wands, suggesting that in order to move forward in your career 

you might need to strut your stuff a little. In either case, both in 

card 3a and 3b, the raised forefeet of the horses and the 

instruments (wand, sword) carried aloft suggest a single-

mindedness and direction. You probably already know the way to 

go; you just have to proceed with confidence.  

 

 

Overall, I think this reading is asking you to examine how you work best both 

creatively and in your career (my guess is that they‟re probably different). What gives 

you energy, and what do you ultimately find draining? As a rule, you should move in 

the direction of what empowers and energizes you. You should also take some time to 

ask yourself what it is you‟d do if you had the maximum amount of confidence and 

courage. If it was impossible for you to fail, what would your next move be? 

 

Recommendations for Further Reflection: 

First, write down everything that this reading made you feel and think. Aim for at 

least one full handwritten page. This will be useful to come back to later, if you wish. 

 

Next, I would recommend that you read anything (books, articles, poetry) that 

connects you to your creative purpose. As a starting point, if you haven‟t already, 

definitely read Letters to a Young Poet by Rainer Maria Rilke. Despite the title, it‟s 

not just for young artists; the book contains advice that we can use at any stage of our 

career. The Gift by Lewis Hyde is also a really great read, and a wonderful reminder 

of the near-magical currency of creativity and art. Additionally, if you feel your 

creative identity needs some nurturing, go back to books/films that first inspired 

you, that fanned your creative fire early on, perhaps when you were very young. It‟s 

always interesting to remind ourselves of why we got into creative pursuits in the 

first place, as well as to see how much we‟ve changed since the beginning. 

 

Finally, here is an exercise you can do that I have taken from The Artist’s Way by 

Julia Cameron (another invaluable resource). Write down your Idea Day: „Plan a 

perfect day in your life as it is now constituted.” After this, write down your Ideal 

Ideal Day: „Plan a perfect day in your life as you wish it were constituted.‟ This 

exercise is useful in helping you to determine what‟s important to you, and to remind 

you to dream.  
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I hope this reading has been helpful for you. I welcome your feedback at any time. 

 

An image of your reading can be found below.  

 

Warm wishes, 

-Maria 
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