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The language and symbols of Tarot are similar to what we find in poetry and dreams: 

that is, the meaning is there to be extracted, but it‟s also malleable. You may see things 

in the following cards that I did not perceive. Images may carry different weight for you, 

or the reading may spark personal insight that differs from mine. This is the beauty and 

magic of art, and hence of Tarot. 

 

What follows is a presentation of your personal reading, along with the meanings and 

connections that I see in the cards. You are also encouraged to take your quest beyond 

the reading of this document, and I include recommendations for further reflection at 

the end of the reading. It‟s also highly recommended that you reflect in a journal 

immediately afterwards to record your thoughts, questions, and ideas.  

 

 

 

 

Inquiry: “In the next month, how can I help myself have a more successful job hunt?” 

  

Process: To approach this inquiry, I have chosen to conduct a 5-card spread that looks 

at what can help you on your job search, and what potentially gets in the way. The deck 

used is the Cosmic Tarot deck.  

 

Card 1 – Present Situation – The Magician: 

The focus in this card is on The Magician‟s eyes. This suggests that 

you are already diligently looking in a number of places for your next 

job, utilizing as many resources as you can. You are also highly aware 

of your personal strengths and you have all the tools you need (as 

symbolized by the objects on The Magician‟s altar). With that said, 

don‟t hesitate to explore new, even unusual, avenues for job seeking. 

The Magician‟s domain is one of balance, so make sure you‟re not 

unintentionally ignoring paths that could lead somewhere fruitful. 

Keep your eyes open at all times, because we never know when 

opportunity might surprise us. 
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Card 2 – What You Want – Ten of Swords: 

 

The energy of this card is very busy, very intense, and 

overwhelming. The figure is being bombarded by swords from all 

directions, and seems to be crying out in fear. It‟s interesting that 

this card should appear in the spread as a representation of what 

you want, i.e. what you are looking for in a job. Are you sure that 

what you‟re seeking is the best thing for you? There is nothing 

worse than feeling trapped by a job in which you are overworked, 

unappreciated, and constantly stressed. It‟s my impression that 

this card is calling for you to re-evaluate your job-seeking goals. 

You‟re certainly looking in the right places (as evidenced by The 

Magician), but are you looking for the right job?  

 

 

Card 3 – Who or What Helps You – The Hermit: 

 

The overall implications of The Hermit are not far from those of The 

Magician, but while The Magician represents practical application of 

knowledge, The Hermit represents the pursuit of knowledge itself. It 

suggests inner seeking and growth, plenty of reflection and solitude. 

In terms of job seeking, this card seems to be urging you not to rush. 

Even if you start getting job offers flying in through the window, 

don‟t just leap and grab at them: slow down. Think, write, meditate, 

listen to music, spend time in nature – do anything that brings you 

closer to inner knowing. With proper reflection and attention to your 

needs and your personal growth, you can avoid the trauma of ending 

up in a job that treats you like the Ten of Swords.   

 

 

Card 4 – Who or What Gets in the Way – Nine of Cups: 

 

This card depicts two figures (possibly lovers) who are 

surrounded by golden cups and abundant nature. Overall, the 

scene is very tender and sweet; however, if you take a closer look, 

you can see that their eyes don‟t quite meet. The woman is gazing 

up at the man as if for guidance, and the man‟s face is somewhat 

shrouded in shadow. Whether this card brings to mind a partner, 

a loved one, a family member or a friend, it seems to be 

reminding you not to defer to anyone else in your quest to find a 

job. It‟s going to be your job, not anyone else‟s, and therefore you 
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must get a job that pleases you. As you continue your search, examine your thoughts and 

choices carefully: where are they coming from? From you, or are you hoping to please 

someone else?  

 

 

Card 5 – Final Advice/Outcome – Six of Wands: 

 

In this card, the figure of the kneeling man symbolizes victory: he 

strikes a confident and proud pose, and he wears a crown in his 

hair. A lion watches nearby in a relaxed state, not planning to 

attack. It sits in the background while the man is in the foreground, 

so it can be assumed that the lion defers to him. There is no chaos 

here, unlike the Ten of Swords: there is order, the lion has been 

tamed. This card is good news. Provided you listen to your intuition 

and ignore external pressures as best you can, the golden end is 

definitely in sight.   

 

 

 

Overall, I would urge you to carefully examine the cards yourself, especially this final Six 

of Wands, to see if any details jump out at you. What emotions do you feel when you 

look at this kneeling man? Does it speak to you about what you should do next? Is there 

anything in the man‟s stance or actions that suggest the type of job that will ultimately 

make you feel happy, satisfied, and proud?  

 

My general recommendation is that you really think about the type of job you have been 

looking for. Don‟t be afraid to expand your horizons and consider other possibilities. 

Also, beware of being held back by others‟ expectations and/or social pressures to either 

hurry up and find a job, or do one that conforms to what others think you should do. 

Your happiness and satisfaction is the most important thing. 

 

Recommendations for Further Reflection: 

First, write down everything that this reading made you feel and think. Aim for at least 

one full handwritten page. This will be useful to come back to later, if you wish. 

 

Next, I would recommend listening to some music that centers you, that reminds you of 

who you are. An excellent song to listen to while reflecting on what you want from the 

future is, in my opinion, „Future Forever‟ from Bjork‟s album Utopia, but anything that 

connects you to your soul is useful. For a happy, feel-good song, try „End of the Line‟ by 

The Traveling Wilburys. 

 



Personal Tarot Reading | 4 

There is also an invaluable exercise you can do that is taken from the book The Artist’s 

Way by Julia Cameron. In your journal, write down your thoughts concerning the 

following question: What would I do if I didn’t have to do it perfectly? Your 

answer doesn‟t even need to be job-related; just write down whatever comes to mind. 

You might think of fifty things, or you might think of just one. Either way, the answer 

will be useful even if it‟s not related to finding a job, because it‟s very likely that doing 

that thing or things will bring you closer to your intuition and your inner self. 

 

 

I hope this reading has been helpful for you. I welcome your feedback at any time. 

 

An image of your reading can be found on the next page. 

 

Warm wishes, 

-Maria 
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